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are on the Bird's Head Peninsula beaches of
in the Indonesian province of Papua. Recent
studies estimate 300-900 female leatherbacks
nest at one of the beaches. at Jamursba-Medj,
down from 1,000-3,000 prior to 1985.29 The
leatherback population there has continued
to decline since 1993, when scientists first
began to consistently record data.

In September 2007, three conservation
groups - the Center for Biological Diversity,
Oceana and the Turtle Island Restoration
Network, petitioned NMES to designate the
200,000 square mile area as “critical habitat”
for the highly endangered sea turtle.

California’s Central Coast Marine Protected
Areas took effect Sept. 21. From Pigeon Point
(San Mateo County) south to Point
Conception (Santa Barbara County), the
series of 29 marine protected areas represent
approximately 204 square miles (or approxi-
mately 18 percent) of state waters in the
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